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Letter: Homeowners should be wary of airport
plan

by Bill S. Lovejoy | Ann Arbor
Monday June 15, 2009, 11:03 AM

I have followed with interest the letters regarding the runway expansion at
Ann Arbor Airport. I have had the misfortune of being familiar with two
similar debates in different parts of the country, and my impression is that
they share some common features.

First, the proposal is always presented by the airport as a safety initiative,
but it seldom is. It is about money. Landing more, larger planes (especially
if this includes increased commercial traffic) means more revenue.

Second, the cost to people on the ground is substantial. Nobody who has
ever lived under a take-off or landing path would want to do so again.
Unfortunately, most homeowners don't realize this until it is too late. An
expansion that brings in larger planes will generate a similar expansion of
homes adversely affected.

Third, the argument is always made that the people living near the airport
knew it was there when they moved in, so they should not object. That is
like saying you knew you had a road in front of your house when you
moved in, so you should not object to it being expanded to a four-lane
freeway.

Finally, the FAA is not objective. Their charter is to support air travel, not
to care about loss of property values near the airport, and they typically
pay only lip service to the latter. This does not mean that no runway
should ever be expanded, but it does mean that healthy skepticism is in
order.
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Posted by getwithtimes on 06/15/09 at 1:29PM

You obviously do not understand the benifit of an airport. YES, larger planes
will be able to come into Ann Arbor. This is a good thing for the
comercial/industrial/research posibilities of the area. Business needs to have
the ability to bring people in and out quickly and cheaply.

And, I have no Sympathy for people who bought a house in the flight path in
the 90's with an airport that had been there for decades. Even in the 90's,
Ann Arbor was listed as one of if not the highest usage, non comercial airport.
Stupidity on you part does not require action on our part.

Inappropriate? Alert us. Post a comment

Username (Don't Have a Username? Sign up here):

Password:

Ann Arbor Opinion headlines
* Opinion styles 11:26 AM

¢ Column: Pain of closing blends with
pride in News' staff dedication 9:56 AM

« Other Voices: Ann Arbor moves from
print to pixel 9:45 AM

* Other Voices: Don't blame Israel for
Iranian government's poor decisions 9:40
AM

o Letter: Has the recession affected
paperboys? 9:33 AM

o Letter: Proving grounds may provide
opportunity 9:31 AM

More: Ann Arbor Opinion »

Guenther Homes will S v :
Matchyour 58000 GLICHINCT
Tax Credit e

i guentheromes. Com

Most Commented on MLive.com
The stories you're talking about

273

comments

Drum roll, please: Lions
prediction for 2009 is official --

3-13
134 Did Lions win because of a
comments blown call by the officials?
108 Photo gallery: Detroit Lions open
preseason slate with 27-26 win
comments over Atlanta Falcons
90 Tigers acquire left-handed
comments slugger Aubrey Huff from Orioles
85 Gov. Granholm: In Michigan, 'you
comments can feel the electricity in the air'

Health care reform debate
divides retail industry in which
most employees have no
insurance

81

comments

Missed tackles, penalties are still
a concern for Lions' Jim
Schwartz

66

comments

53

comments

Daunte Culpepper wants his play
to do the talking in Lions'


javascript:void(0)
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html#post
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/letters_to_the_editor/
javascript:OpenWindow('http://mlive.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf?'+location.href,490,510);
javascript:popPrint(400,640);
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html&title=Letter%3A%20Homeowners%20should%20be%20wary%20of%20airport%20plan
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html&title=Letter%3A%20Homeowners%20should%20be%20wary%20of%20airport%20plan&bodytext=&topic=
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html&title=Letter%3A%20Homeowners%20should%20be%20wary%20of%20airport%20plan
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html&title=Letter%3A%20Homeowners%20should%20be%20wary%20of%20airport%20plan
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html&t=Letter%3A%20Homeowners%20should%20be%20wary%20of%20airport%20plan
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mlive.com%2Fopinion%2Fann-arbor%2Findex.ssf%2F2009%2F06%2Fletter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html#post
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html#3988372
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html#
http://feeds.feedburner.com/annarbor-opinion
http://update.mlive.com/adv_mlive/newsletters/mlive/subscribe.htm#topicba
http://twitter.com/annarbornews/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor/Ann-Arbor-News/50776025772
http://www.mlive.com/annarbornews/
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/491010019/TxtLink1/MICHIGANLIVE/MIShop01_MI_RoS_Text/552516.html/30613035303230323439393961633630?491010019
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/480811190/TxtLink2/MICHIGANLIVE/MEDC03_MI_RoS_Text/ew00968.html/30613035303230323439393961633630?480811190
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/386464861/TxtLink3/MICHIGANLIVE/AnnArbor01_MI_News_Text/552516.html/30613035303230323439393961633630?386464861
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/1024943790/TxtLink4/MICHIGANLIVE/Relocation01_MI_RoS_Text/MSL1103.html/30613035303230323439393961633630?1024943790
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/1540114505/Feature4/MICHIGANLIVE/Contests01_MI_RoS_Text/552077.html/30613035303230323439393961633630?1540114505
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/
http://blog.mlive.com/annarbornews_opinion/2009/05/opinion_byline_styles.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/07/column_pain_of_closing_blends.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/07/other_voices_ann_arbor_moves_f.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/07/other_voices_dont_blame_israel.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/07/letter_has_the_recession_affec.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/07/letter_proving_grounds_may_pro.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/drum_roll_please_lions_predict.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/drum_roll_please_lions_predict.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/did_lions_win_because_of_a_blo.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/did_lions_win_because_of_a_blo.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/photo_gallery_detroit_lions_op.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/photo_gallery_detroit_lions_op.html
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_acquire_lefthanded_slug.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_acquire_lefthanded_slug.html
http://www.mlive.com/auto/index.ssf/2009/08/gov_granholm_in_michigan_you_c.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/auto/index.ssf/2009/08/gov_granholm_in_michigan_you_c.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2009/08/when_deli_worker_todd_bouwman.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2009/08/when_deli_worker_todd_bouwman.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/missed_tackles_penalties_are_s.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/missed_tackles_penalties_are_s.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/daunte_culpepper_wants_his_pla.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/daunte_culpepper_wants_his_pla.html
http://www.mlive.com/
http://ads.mlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/1471168959/Leaderboard/MICHIGANLIVE/MSBTDC01_MI_RoS_Banner_12/MISBTDC_728x90.gif/30613035303230323439393961633630
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/business/
http://www.mlive.com/sports/
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/
http://www.mlive.com/living/
http://www.mlive.com/interact/
http://www.mlive.com/jobs/
http://autos.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/realestate/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://shopping.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/placead/
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/
http://www.mlive.com/deathnotices/
http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/courts_crime/
http://www.mlive.com/lottery/
http://www.mlive.com/weather/

o Remember Me '_-Login-\:' '.-Reset-:" T quarterpack compertition

5 1 Tigers fail to get clutch hits,
Ryan Raburn makes three errors

comments in extra-inning loss to Royals
49 Lions cut Bobby Sippio, Kirk
Barton; sign Dane Looker,
comments

Terrence Metcalf

EMMYLOU HARRIS
,,d"e' RED DIRT BOYS

a Wsg Buddy Miller

Friday October 23 at the

MICHIGAN THEATER

tic available from

LivenaAaTION.com

CLICK HERE : TICKETS

CLOSE

New on MLive.com: choose your local coverage

The first time you view the new MLive.com, you'll see the "Statewide" version of the home page. You can select local
coverage using the links below. You can also choose to have the site remember your selection. Learn more about
setting your local coverage

‘Save this selection and always show local content from this area?
YES NO

\\\\Advancom © Site Search Search Local Business Listings Site Map | Advertise | Contact Us

Intemet
|Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more... | » Make us Your Home Page

Home | News | Weather | Sports | Entertainment | Living | Interact | Jobs | Autos | Real Estate | Classifieds | Shopping | Place an Ad

e Your Photos e Post a Job e Michigan Obituaries E) Subscribe to our Content (RSS)
e Your Videos o Post a Free Classified Ad e Michigan Environment [ Subscribe to Email Newsletters
e Blogs e Sell Your Car e Michigan Lottery . .

~ MLive. Twitt
e Forums o Sell/Rent Your Home o Wedding Stories & Tips l] !ve com on fwitter
¢ Michigan Travel e Apartments & Rentals  Politico on MLive.com MLive.com on Facebook
e Michigan Music e Claim Your Business e Parade on MLive.com & MLive.com Mobile Site

Listing for Free

= suBSCRIBE— Special home delivery offers! AnnArbor.com | Bay City Times | Flint Journal | Grand Rapids Press
_ Jackson-Citizen Patriot | Kalamazoo Gazette | Muskegon Chronicle | Saginaw News

© 2009 Michigan Live LLC. All Rights Reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.
Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management.


http://ads.mlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html/1088321194/SkyScraper2/MICHIGANLIVE/LiveNation06_MI_RoS_Sky/emmylou_160x400_081309.gif/30613035303230323439393961633630
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/daunte_culpepper_wants_his_pla.html
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_fail_to_get_clutch_hits.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_fail_to_get_clutch_hits.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_cut_bobby_sippio_kirk_ba_4.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_cut_bobby_sippio_kirk_ba_4.html
http://photos.mlive.com/photogallery/
http://videos.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/blogs/
http://www.mlive.com/forums/
http://www.mlive.com/travel/
http://www.mlive.com/music/
http://www.mlive.com/jobs/products/index.ssf
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/free/
http://www.mlive.com/placead
http://www.mlive.com/placead
http://realestate.mlive.com/for-rent
http://www.mlive.com/businessfinder
http://www.mlive.com/deathnotices/
http://www.mlive.com/environment/
http://www.mlive.com/lottery/
http://www.mlive.com/weddings/
http://www.mlive.com/us-politics/
http://www.mlive.com/celebrity-news/
http://www.annarbor.com/newspaper/
http://www.bc-times.com/subscriptions/
http://www.flintjournal.com/subscriptions/
http://www.grpress.com/subscriptions/
http://www.mlive.com/citpat/subscribe/
http://www.kalamazoogazette.com/subscriptions/
http://www.mlive.com/muchronicle/subscribe/
http://www.saginaw-news.com/subscriptions/
http://www.advanceinternet.com/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/sitemap/
http://www.mlive.com/mediakit/
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/
http://www.mlive.com/aboutus/index.ssf?/aboutus/content/homepage.html
http://www.mlive.com/useragreement/
http://www.mlive.com/privacypolicy/
http://www.mlive.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/interactivity.ssf
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://www.mlive.com/set-local-coverage/
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/letter_homeowners_should_be_wa.html
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/weather/
http://www.mlive.com/sports/
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/
http://www.mlive.com/living/
http://www.mlive.com/interact/
http://www.mlive.com/jobs/
http://autos.mlive.com/
http://realestate.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://www.mlive.com/shopping/
http://www.mlive.com/placead/
http://www.mlive.com/rss/
http://www.mlive.com/newsletters/
http://www.mlive.com/twitter/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MLivecom/11897558895
http://www.mlive.com/mobile/

